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(b) In addition, the HCA may dele-
gate micro-purchase authority to VA
employees under VA’s purchase card
program.

(¢) An individual may not commit
the Government for purchases of sup-
plies, equipment, or services unless the
individual has received delegated con-
tracting authority as a contracting of-
ficer or purchase card holder or as pro-
vided in 801.670. Individuals making
such commitments or acting beyond
the scope of their authority may be
held financially liable.

801.602 Contracting officers.

(a) Except as otherwise provided by
statute, VA regulations, the VAAR, or
the FAR, the authority vested in the
Secretary to do the following is dele-
gated to the SPE and is further dele-
gated from the SPE to the DSPE:

(1) Execute, award, and administer
contracts, purchase orders, and other
agreements (including interagency
agreements) for the expenditure of
funds for construction and the acquisi-
tion of personal property and services
(including architect-engineer services).

(2) Issue bills of lading.

(3) Sell personal property.

(4) Enter into leases, sales agree-
ments, and other transactions.

(5) Prescribe and publish acquisition
policies and procedures.

(6) Establish clear lines of con-
tracting authority.

(7) Manage and enhance career devel-
opment of the procurement work force.

(8) Examine, in coordination with the
Office of Federal Procurement Policy,
the procurement system to determine
specific areas where VA should estab-
lish and apply Government-wide per-
formance standards, and to participate
in developing Government-wide pro-
curement policies, regulations, and
standards.

(9) Oversee the competition advocate
program.

(b) The DSPE may further delegate
authority to execute, award, and ad-
minister contracts, purchase orders,
and other agreements to other VA offi-
cials, such as HCAs and contracting of-
ficers, in accordance with the COCP.
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801.602-2 Responsibilities.

In the administration of a contract,
many problems can and do arise that
make the advice and assistance of the
Office of General Counsel (OGC) either
desirable or necessary. The final deci-
sion as to the action to be taken, how-
ever, must be made by the contracting
officer in each instance. To reduce to
the absolute minimum the possibility
of litigation resulting from his/her de-
cision, the contracting officer shall
submit the problem through channels
in sufficient detail to the General
Counsel for advice or assistance.

801.602-3 Ratification of unauthorized
commitments.

(a) This section applies to unauthor-
ized commitments, including any com-
mitment made by a contracting officer
that exceeds that contracting officer’s
contracting authority and unauthor-
ized commitments made by individuals
who lack contracting authority.

(b) A contracting officer must not
ratify unauthorized commitments
made by other VA personnel or by an-
other contracting officer who lacks au-
thority without prior approval as spec-
ified in paragraphs (b)(1) through (b)(3)
of this section. The specified approval
authorities may not be re-delegated.

(1) At field facilities, for supplies,
services (except leases of real prop-
erty), and construction, the approving
authority for unauthorized commit-
ments made by staff assigned to a field
facility is the HCA.

(2) For VA Central Office (VACO) or-
ganizations, for supplies, services (ex-
cept leases of real property), and con-
struction, the approving authorities for
unauthorized commitments made by
staff assigned to the Administrations
are the respective chief financial offi-
cers of the Administrations concerned.
The approving authority for unauthor-
ized commitments made by staff as-
signed to any other organization with-
in VACO is the Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary for Acquisition and Materiel
Management.

(3) For unauthorized commitments
for leasehold interest in real property,
the approving authority is:

(i) The Director, Office of Construc-
tion and Facilities Management, for
unauthorized commitments for 1-5,000
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